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[image: Cover art for the 2023 Library Design Showcase]American Libraries is accepting submissions for the 2024 Library Design Showcase, our annual feature celebrating new and newly renovated libraries of all types, through May 1. The showcase will appear in the September/October issue. We are looking for examples of innovative library architecture that address patrons’ needs in unique, interesting, and effective ways. We are also interested in submissions from libraries that are approaching design with sustainability, accessibility, and smaller budgets in mind. For consideration, send a completed submission form and at least five high-resolution digital images with photographer credits to americanlibraries@ala.org via Dropbox or another file-sharing service.
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[image: Illustration representing the internet]ALA’s Public Programs Office has released “Media Literacy for Adults: Architecture of the Internet Programming Guide” a new, free guide to help library workers implement programs for adults and share information about how “unseen” parts of the internet influence their media consumption. The 27-page guide offers background information, recommended collection materials, and program ideas on topics like misinformation; artificial intelligence; ChatGPT; civics; search engine optimization; and more. It also explores ways to help novice patrons with library technology and how to teach media literacy in everyday library services.
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[image: Dispatches by Audrey Barbakoff and Noah Lenstra]Noah Lenstra and Audrey Barbakoff write: “When coauthor Audrey talked with librarians about community-led planning in the late 2010s, one of the most frequent comments she heard was that they just do not know how to do it. Libraries must be flexible and grounded enough to adapt to changing circumstances, and they must be committed enough to dive in and persist despite ambiguity, all without losing sight of their true goals and principles. To accomplish this, librarians should understand the importance and purpose of community-led work.”
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[image: Kathleen Donahoe, robot archive processing archivist at Carnegie Mellon University (CMU), poses with a selection of robots in CMU's archive.]Carrie Smith writes: “How do you archive a robot? This is the question that Kathleen Donahoe, robot archive processing archivist at Carnegie Mellon University Libraries in Pittsburgh, and a team of archivists, roboticists, and preservation experts seek to answer through the Robotics Project, which launched in 2019. Organizing these items can be tricky, Donahoe says. Caustic material needs to be protected in older engines and motors. Not all labs have the same workflow, meaning data can be spread across third-party platforms like Slack or GitHub. And in such a fast-paced field, she notes, preservation isn’t always a top priority.”
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[image: Part of a March Book Madness bracket]Karin Greenberg writes: “Sweet Sixteen, Elite Eight, Final Four, Championship… every March, I hear these buzzwords in my library. The NCAA March Madness basketball tournament livens up the room. Teens huddle around smartphones watching the last minutes of nail-biters. Others share bracket predictions. I’m energized by it all. Several years ago I merged my love of this sporting event with my drive to get high schoolers reading, and this year we’re hosting our seventh annual March Book Madness in the library.”




		Knowledge Quest, Mar. 26
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[image: Part of a survey form from Project Outcome]Project Outcome, a free collection of resources designed to help libraries understand and share the impact of essential library programs and services, has released the new Accessibility and Project Outcome toolkit. Gena Parsons-Diamond writes: “Ensuring accessibility in library assessment is crucial to promoting inclusivity, allowing individuals with diverse abilities to fully engage with and benefit from library services and programs. Prioritizing accessibility enables libraries to gather more accurate and representative data, which facilitates informed decision making to better serve the entire community.”




		ACRL Insider, Mar. 20
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[image: Boy reading]Jason Keil writes: “Whether it is Oprah Winfrey’s, Resse Witherspoon’s, or Mindy Kaling’s book club doesn’t matter: The selections are always for adults. But maybe it’s the kids who would really benefit from a book club, both socially and academically—after all, according to the Department of Education, two-thirds of children in the United States are not proficient readers. While you may not have the clout of Winfrey or the star power of Witherspoon, you can easily start a book club for kids to enhance their reading and social skills.”




		Lifehacker, Mar. 26
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