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[image: On My Mind by Amy Holland]Amy Holland writes: “The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)—while a good framework—must be bolstered by our libraries. In 2020, staff members at Irondequoit Public Library (IPL) in Rochester, New York, began rethinking our approach to accessibility and inclusion. With reduced hours and services during the COVID- 19 pandemic, we had an opportunity to reenvision how we wanted to welcome patrons back. ADA guidelines provide for a minimum standard of service, but we knew we could do better for the thousands of people who live with a disability in our community.”




		American Libraries column, Mar./Apr.
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[image: The State of America's Libraries 2024]ALA launched National Library Week April 8 with the release of its highly anticipated annual list of the Top 10 Most Challenged Books of 2023 and the State of America’s Libraries Report, which highlights the ways libraries and library workers have taken action to address community needs with innovative and critical services, as well as the challenges brought on by censorship attempts. Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe was the most-challenged book for the third consecutive year. The number of unique titles targeted for censorship surged 65 percent in 2023 compared to 2022, reaching the highest levels ever documented by ALA.




		AL: The Scoop, Apr. 8
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[image: Illustration of a woman and child entering a library]ALA has released What Your Library Needs to Know: Seeking State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Funding, the second in a series of resources to help libraries apply for more than $1 billion in federal funding through the Digital Equity Act (DEA) for digital inclusion and equity. The guide’s release coincides with the recent Notice of Funding Opportunity for the grants, though individual states will have different timelines, funding amounts, and application procedures. More information is available on ALA’s digital equity resources page, and in webinars coming April 15 and April 17.




		ALA Public Policy & Advocacy Office, Apr. 3
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[image: Part of the cover of El Deafo]Sarah Marsh writes: “Growing up with a pair of hearing aids, it never occurred to me that deafness was an experience. Mostly it was a problem that I was taught to hide. When I started meeting other deaf people my own age, and learning British Sign Language, I began to see deafness from a new perspective. Books, when I found ones by deaf authors or with deaf characters, became an important resource and source of joy. These nine books showed me just how varied the Deaf experience can be.”




		Electric Literature, Mar. 27
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[image: GMail logo]Victoria Song writes: “When Gmail launched with a goofy press release 20 years ago, many assumed it was a hoax. But soon, invites to Gmail’s very real beta started going out—and they became a must-have for a certain kind of in-the-know tech fan. It now has an estimated 1.2 billion users, and it’s a practical necessity to do anything online. But I don’t know anyone who’s champing at the bit to open up Gmail. In another 20 years, will Gmail still be central to our lives?”




		The Verge, Apr. 1
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[image: A bunch of cables, most of them in neutral colors but one in bright orange]Cynthia Hudson Vitale writes: “The onset of new, more accessible, artificial intelligence (AI) technologies marks a significant turning point for libraries, ushering in a period rich with both unparalleled opportunities and complex challenges. In this era of swift technological transformation, libraries stand at a critical intersection. The Association of Research Libraries (ARL) has released the results of two polls of ARL members conducted nine months apart, analyzing and juxtaposing the outcomes of these two surveys to better understand how library leaders are managing the complexities of integrating AI into their operations and services.”




		Association of Research Libraries, Mar. 29
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[image: Library shelves]Kelly Jensen writes: “Book banning is not limited to school libraries. But censorship in public libraries does and will continue to look different than in school libraries. The destruction of public institutions remains at the core of the agenda, but things look different because they are different institutions than public schools. Here are several ways we’re seeing public libraries being targeted.” Ithaka S+R released a report on censorship in public university libraries, finding that while academic library collections are generally not being directly censored, state and university policies and politics are having an influence on decisions around collection building.




		Book Riot, Mar. 29; Ithaka S+R, Mar. 28
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