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[image: Shola Richards speaks at the opening session for the 2024 Public Library Association conference on April 3 in Columbus, Ohio.]American Libraries Associate Editor Megan Bennett reported from the 2024 Public Library Association conference in Columbus, Ohio, April 3–5. Day 1 coverage includes reports on opening keynote speaker Shola Richards and sessions on service design and crisis communications. On Day 2, Bennett shared insights from Big Ideas session speaker Bettina Love and programs on defending democracy and creating belonging. The conference’s final day featured comedian Dulcé Sloan, and sessions on privacy and intellectual freedom.
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[image: Stack of books]Emanuel Maiberg writes: “Google Books is indexing low quality, AI-generated books that will turn up in search results, and could possibly impact Google Ngram viewer, an important tool used by researchers to track language use throughout history. Searching Google Books for the term “As of my last knowledge update,” which is associated with ChatGPT-generated answers, returns dozens of books that include that phrase. Most of the books in the first eight pages of results turned up by the search appear to be AI-generated and are not about AI.”




		404 Media, Apr. 4

	


	
	
		16h
	

	
				
[image: Field Guides by Nihar Malaviya]Nihar Malaviya writes: “Public and school libraries have long been great equalizers in our society. They provide access to books and information to everyone. Today’s book bans disproportionately affect young people in communities where families rely on their local library or public school to access books, and this is distressing and dangerous. Finding yourself represented in a book is critical. There is a long history of using the courts to protect authors and the right to read. Librarians are a crucial partner in this fight to protect free expression.”
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[image: On My Mind by Amy Holland]Amy Holland writes: “The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)—while a good framework—must be bolstered by our libraries. In 2020, staff members at Irondequoit Public Library (IPL) in Rochester, New York, began rethinking our approach to accessibility and inclusion. With reduced hours and services during the COVID- 19 pandemic, we had an opportunity to reenvision how we wanted to welcome patrons back. ADA guidelines provide for a minimum standard of service, but we knew we could do better for the thousands of people who live with a disability in our community.”




		American Libraries column, Mar./Apr.
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[image: The State of America's Libraries 2024]ALA launched National Library Week April 8 with the release of its highly anticipated annual list of the Top 10 Most Challenged Books of 2023 and the State of America’s Libraries Report, which highlights the ways libraries and library workers have taken action to address community needs with innovative and critical services, as well as the challenges brought on by censorship attempts. Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe was the most-challenged book for the third consecutive year. The number of unique titles targeted for censorship surged 65 percent in 2023 compared to 2022, reaching the highest levels ever documented by ALA.




		AL: The Scoop, Apr. 8

	


	
	
		2d
	

	
				
[image: Illustration of a woman and child entering a library]ALA has released What Your Library Needs to Know: Seeking State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Funding, the second in a series of resources to help libraries apply for more than $1 billion in federal funding through the Digital Equity Act (DEA) for digital inclusion and equity. The guide’s release coincides with the recent Notice of Funding Opportunity for the grants, though individual states will have different timelines, funding amounts, and application procedures. More information is available on ALA’s digital equity resources page, and in webinars coming April 15 and April 17.




		ALA Public Policy & Advocacy Office, Apr. 3
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[image: Part of the cover of El Deafo]Sarah Marsh writes: “Growing up with a pair of hearing aids, it never occurred to me that deafness was an experience. Mostly it was a problem that I was taught to hide. When I started meeting other deaf people my own age, and learning British Sign Language, I began to see deafness from a new perspective. Books, when I found ones by deaf authors or with deaf characters, became an important resource and source of joy. These nine books showed me just how varied the Deaf experience can be.”




		Electric Literature, Mar. 27
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