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Gauging Your Interest

by Laurie D. Borman

few weeks In November, we will launch

igo’ A.mmcan American Libraries Live, a
ibraries sent you

a survey. And despite streaming video broadcast
all the other surveys with a live chat.

and polls and requests

that likely came to you this election season, more than 4,000 of
you responded. Thank you for taking time to provide feedback.

We want to know what you think about the magazine, and indeed, all
the media streams of American Libraries—AL Direct, American
LibrariesMagazine.org, Twitter (@AmlLibraries), Pinterest, and Face-
book. We'll be looking at all the data and plan to make improvements to
the look and content of the magazine as well as our online site. We've
signed up with a new design team at ALA, headed by Kirstin Krutsch and
Chris Keech, to develop this new look with your input, with a planned
launch in 2013. In the interim, watch for subtle changes to features, add-
ed infographics, and sidebars. We hope you'll like what you see.

Starting this month, we're also launching American Libraries Live, a
streaming video broadcast that you can view for free (at American
LibrariesLive.org) in your library, at home, or while sipping coffee at

your favorite Wi-Fi-enabled café.

The first program—on Friday,

american ¢

November 16, at 1 p.m. Central
ra r Ies time—features ALA TechSource
author Jason Griffey talking about
libraries in the near future in
> L I v E “Library 2017: Tech at Warp

Speed.” Topics for other shows include strategies for landing your ideal
library job, digging into databases, and the real deal about ebooks for
libraries, and will be hosted by Marshall Breeding, Warren Graham,
and other experts. This is not a webinar with voice-overs but a chance
to watch presenters live onscreen. Got questions? Ask away, because
the sessions feature a live chat, too. It’s like having your own personal
expert to solve problems on the spot. See the full lineup of shows on
AmericanLibrariesLive.org.

If you're wondering whether we're developing a mobile app or want a
way to view our content on your smartphone, well, we've got you cov-
ered there, too. Our digital editions and uploads (which you can launch
right from our Facebook page or from AmericanLibrariesMagazine
.org/archives) will scale to fit your tablet or smartphone.

However you want to encounter us—in print, online, on your smart-
phone, in a chat, by social media, or email—we’re ready. Oh, and who
was the lucky winner of the $500 gift certificate, good toward any ALA Edi-
tions, TechSource, Neal-Schuman, Chandos, or Facet books? Stephanie
Mallak Olson, district library director of losco-Arenac District Library in
Oscoda, Michigan. Congratulations, Stephanie! §I

I. american ¢
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President’s Message

We Are ALA

Reimagining our Association for the future

recently learned that an-

other national library

association has adopted

the slogan “I am (my
national library association)” as
a means to engage its members.

My immediate reaction was to

think of ALA and how, if we were to
follow suit, I would want our slogan
to be “We are ALA.” We, the mem-
bers of ALA, our libraries, our com-
munities, and even the larger world
face many challenges as we increas-
ingly work in a global society that is
rapidly becoming a digital universe.
In this ever-changing and fast-
paced context, ALA must strive to be
the best professional association it
can be. To do this requires a collab-
orative effort to reimagine our
Association for the 21st century.

Rethink and redesign
Arecent book, The Race for Relevance,
calls for every association to rethink
and redesign itself to meet the needs
and expectations of its current and
future membership. The authors,
Harrison Coerver and Mary Byers,
make a compelling case for recogniz-
ing that the traditional association
model is not what is needed today.
Professionals who join and stay with
associations today want value for
their investment; meaningful en-
gagement; easy paths to active con-
tribution; resources that are directly
relevant to improving their practice;
appreciation and use of their knowl-
edge, expertise, and talents; and op-
portunities to contribute when they
are ready.

ALA offers many opportunities
and resources to our members, and
yet I consistently hear about the
frustrations of “getting involved in
ALA” and “from where will the next
generation of leaders come?” I be-
lieve it is time to
ask, “If ALA did not
exist today, what

%

would we create?” :

To begin this
work, I asked the
Executive Board
and division lead-
ership to work
within an apprecia-
tive inquiry frame-
work to address
these questions:

B What are the collective
strengths of ALA?

B In our current context, where
are there opportunities for ALA?

B What are our aspirations for
the future? What do we want the
future ALA to be?

B What results do we want to
accomplish in the next few years?
What will this Association be?

I began the formal effort to re-
think ALA with these sessions be-
cause the fall meetings presented a
significant opportunity to engage
the governance bodies of ALA and
its divisions early in the process.
The results of our conversations will
be disseminated and will serve to
jump-start further discussion
among the broader membership. We
will develop structured opportuni-
ties for meaningful discussion and
will make use of ALA Connect and

B+ ALA must strive
to be the best
| professional
association it
can be. I believe it is
time to ask, “If ALA did
not exist today, what
would we create?”

by Maureen Sullivan

social media to do so. The process
will be designed to be as transparent
and inclusive as possible. I want to
elicit the best ideas from our mem-
bership, staff, chapters, and organi-
zational units.

This work will be
a major change ef-
fort for the Associ-
ation. To achieve a
sustainable and
more nimble orga-
nization, we need to
build on our cur-
rent strengths, al-
low for discussion
of different per-
spectives and
options; listen to the many different
voices within ALA; focus on imagin-
ing a future Association that at-
tracts, engages, and retains
members; and offer a series of ways
for individuals to contribute. The
process needs to be iterative, one in
which we stop to assess progress at
every stage and judge what needs to
happen in the next stage to ensure
eventual success.

I am committed to doing all I can
to lead this work to a successful
conclusion. I hope you will partici-
pate and help create the best future
for our Association. [ welcome your
ideas. Please send them to me at
msullivan@ala.org. 1

MAUREEN SULLIVAN is an organization
development consultant to libraries and
professor of practice in the Managerial
Leadership in the Information Professions
doctoral program of the Graduate School of
Library and Information Science at Simmons
College in Boston. Email: msullivan@ala.org.



Treasurer’'s Message

Background on Our Budget

he past year has been

challenging for ALA,

reflecting both the dif-

ficult economic condi-
tions affecting libraries across
the US and our continuing focus
on a strong Association that
serves its members and sup-
ports the work of libraries and
the needs of their users.

ALAis ending FY2012 with a defi-
cit. This reflects lower-than-
expected revenue from conference
exhibits and registration at Annual.
It is also a product of delays in the
final approval by the Library of Con-
gress in the rollout of Resource De-
scription and Access (RDA), and
libraries’ temporary reluctance to
invest in this successor to AACR2.
ALA management and staff have
been able to reduce expenditures to
partially offset these shortfalls, but
we are ending the year with a deficit
in the general fund (the administra-
tive and program offices, conference
services, publishing, and member-
ship). As was the case last year, this
deficit will be covered by the Asso-
ciation’s reserve fund, which we
have built up over the last decade to
provide such rainy-day assistance.

The outlook for the FY2013 budget
is stronger. Historically, both our
Midwinter and Annual Conference
sites, Seattle and Chicago, have been
very robust in attendance and vendor
support. RDA will be moving forward,
and the new publishing imprints of
Neal-Schuman and Huron Street
Press will be fully implemented.
ALA’s continuing education capabili-

by James Neal

ties will advance There are a launched this fall.
further and the The goal is to im-
global markets for number of prove ALA’s long-
ALA products and important term financial
services will im- initictives health by encour-

prove. Programmat-
ically, the FY2013
budget reflects very
little growth. There
will be a 1% increase
in staff salaries, and
$100,000 has been
allocated to support
the Digital Content and Libraries ini-
tiative. It is important to note that be-
tween 2008 and 2010, the ALA
general fund was reduced by $4 mil-
lion and 30 positions were lost.
There are also a number of impor-
tant initiatives that are designed to
strengthen ALA’s capacity to better
serve members, libraries, and the
public. The first is the successful
completion in FY2012 of a three-year
Spectrum fundraising campaign,
which raised more than $1.26 mil-
lion. This will provide nearly 250
scholarships over the next five
years. Thanks to all who donated!
The second is the acquisition of
Neal-Schuman Publishers as a new
ALA imprint. Its positive financial
impact on our publishing program
will increase over the next several
years. As the leading imprint in
library and information science
textbooks and practical professional
publications, Neal-Schuman is a
perfect fit with ALA’s expanding on-
line continuing education initiative.
The third is the “Fifteen by Fif-
teen” planned giving campaign

that are designed

to strengthen ALA's
capacity to better serve
its members, libraries,

and the public.

aging members
and supporters to
include the Asso-
ciation and its di-
visions, offices,
and round tables in
their personal es-
tate plans. Our
goal is to achieve $15 million in
commitments by 2015. We are mak-
ing excellent progress.

Lastly, we will be discussing over
the next couple of months a new ap-
proach to ALA dues. The strategy,
which ACRL and PLA have already
implemented, would tie dues to the
annual consumer price index. Thus,
dues would gradually keep pace with
inflation, and larger dues increases
every couple of years would no lon-
ger be required.

All these developments help to
advance an ALA that is financially
stronger and positioned to better
serve its members. While my focus
as ALA treasurer has been on the
fiscal and budget aspects of the
Association, all of us who serve as
elected officers know that our goals
are to help libraries of all types work
effectively for their users and to ad-
vance support for library workers in
their many service settings. |

ALA Treasurer JAMES NEAL is vice president
for information services and university librarian
at Columbia University in New York City.
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When [ read a
library ebook, I will
add a note to each
page that simply
says "“Stop spying
on me.”

november/december 2012

Reader Forum

Comment Enable

Seeking a No-Spy Zone
The information in your May/June
article on Amazon'’s e-reader capturing
its users’ data ("Ebooks and Users’
Rights,” p. 60-61) has been confirmed
and expanded on by the Wall Street
Journal. The newspaper reported June
29 ("Your Ebook Is Reading You") that
publishers of ebooks share extraordi-
narily detailed information on readers’
ebook usage with authors and others.

If you read a book cover-to-cover in
one sitting, they know it. If you reread
certain sections, they know it. If you
use certain
search terms to
find your books,
they know it. If
you create
electronic notes
associated with
those books,
they know it,
and they know
what those notes say. By comparison,
Big Brother was a rank amateur.

| don't know about you, but
knowing that publishers, authors, and
other interested parties are looking
over my shoulder as | read makes for
an overly crowded room. | will be
contacting each public and academic
library with which | have a library card
to find out all the details of their
privacy policies and how their ebook
offerings fit in with those policies. | will
also explain to my local Barnes & Noble
ebook sales staff that | will not buy a
Nook e-reader unless B&N's privacy
policy has some teeth (actually, a lot). |
will also ask Google to explain its
ebook data capture policy.

Until | hear that libraries actually
protect the privacy of patrons who read
their ebooks, when | read a library
ebook, | will be sure to add a note to
each page that simply says, “Stop
spying on me.”

The Folly of Forbes
John Carlo Bertot, Paul T. Jaeger, and
Lindsay C. Savin did an excellent job
of summarizing the issues faced by
libraries in articulating the message
of their value to the rest of society
(“Forbes Folly,” Sept./Oct., p. 30-33). |
heartily agree that we need to develop
our own language to celebrate our
unique role in communities. It is excit-
ing to find out about initiatives like
that of the University of Maryland's
Information Policy & Access Center or
the Public Library Association’s Turning
the Page 2.0, which can help us create
a more dynamic, impactful message.
Perhaps we won't need to resort to
the creation of a reality TV series about
libraries to get the word out (The Real
Librarians of Orange County? Say Yes
to the Library of Congress? Honey Boo
Boo Goes to the Library?). AL's “Forbes
Folly” article gives me hope!

Copyright Conundrum

In response to “Copyright for Librarians
and Teachers, in a Nutshell,” AL Online,
July 2:

The issue of who owns the copyright
of a work created for an employer is
always an interesting topic but, as

always, unclear. For example, a
researcher could also be a librarian
who creates a work on the job using
employer resources. If said work is
published, it is technically the
employee who gives up rights to the
work, if what was produced by the
librarian/researcher is tacitly the
employer's property. In essence, the
creator seems to be cut out of the
copyright process.

Employees might do well to figure
out workarounds for those situations
(e.g., create works at home or off the
clock, and document it well). | do
understand the need for legitimate
ownership of works (or transfer thereof)
in certain cases, but lesson plans
created by a 4th-grade teacher? A
paper created by a high school
librarian? That's a bit much.

An Awareness Gap

A sentence in “Study: Public Awareness
Gap on Ebooks in Libraries” (AL, July/
Aug., p. 12) struck me as confusing and
its claims appear to be unfounded. It
reads, "Paradoxically, some of the
demographic groups less likely to have
library cards (e.g., Hispanics or those
with a household income of less than
$30,000 per year) are more likely to say
the library is important to them.”

To single out any entire ethnic
population as being made up of
low-income earners without providing
concrete support for the statement,
whether from the study at hand or
another credible source, is poor
reporting.

The editors welcome letters about recent contents and matters of general interest. Letters should be limited to 300 words.
Send to americanlibraries@ala.org; fax 312-440-0901; or American Libraries, Reader Forum, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611-2795.



Surely many readers join me in
wondering why Hispanics are believed
to be less likely to have library cards.

Rose Medlock

Pasadena, California
Author Larra Clark replies: | was referring to
two different demographics: Hispanics (of
all income ranges) and low-income people
(of all races and ethnicities). The data at
libraries.pewinternet.org/2012/06/22/part-3-
library-users shows these two demographic
groups have among the lowest reported level
of library card ownership and among the

highest reported levels of saying the library is
important to them.

Advocacy by All, for All

The authors of “Forbes Folly” (AL,
Sept./Oct., p. 30-33) did a marvel-

ous job of articulating the new role of
libraries, particularly public libraries,

in the US. They also put their fingers
squarely on the disconnect between
stubborn, outdated perceptions of
libraries’ societal value and the vibrant,
emerging—and critical—roles they play
in today’s digital world.

The authors are quite right that
effective advocacy is the key to
changing policymakers’ and others’
view of libraries. Advocacy is the
responsibility of everyone in the library
world, as well as those who love their
library and want to see it thrive. ALA
has great resources on its website (I'm
thinking “Advocacy University”) to help
anyone get started or get better.

| received my MLS degree 35 years
ago and have never for a moment
regretted it or wished | had pursued
another (more lucrative?) profession. In
those three-plus decades, | have
worked in special, school, and public
libraries, as well as served as principal
researcher in my own consulting firm. |
now work for the Friends of the Saint
Paul Public Library, where I've seen the
fruits of effective advocacy efforts
firsthand. In the past two decades, the
Friends’ lobbying and other advocacy
efforts have strengthened Saint Paul
Public Library’s budget by more than
$25 million.

If St. Paul can do it, others can too.
Visit ALA or PLA's websites and start
raising awareness in your own commu-
nity that the library is foundational to
our civic freedom and discourse—and
realize that your MLS
matters a lot.

Susan Dowd

St. Paul, Minnesota

your community
that the library is
foundational to our

Painful Perception
Will Manley’s May/June
column (“The Matter of
the Master's,” p. 96)
struck such a chord with
me that it colored how |
read the entire issue.
Manley wrote, “To the
average American, a
librarian is a person who works in a
library.” Simply put—and painful to
hear.

Whether in a public, academic, or
special library, | have certainly felt that
librarians are perceived no differently
than part-time bookstore clerks.
Patrons (and even library stakeholders)
seldom differentiate between a
volunteer (i.e., someone who loves
libraries—and who we love for it!) and a
library professional (someone who
spent considerable time, money, and
effort earning a master’s degree to
become an information specialist).

People don’t know what we don't
show. We can't sit on our degrees and
then lament that no one can see them.

Stacey Belinda Bleistein

Waterbury, Connecticut

Geek Out at Miami-Dade

After reading “Geek Out” (AL, Sept./
Oct., p. 20-23), I'd like to tell you about
YOUmedia Miami. When it opened in
January to 50 teens who had regis-
tered, we didn't imagine the depth and
breadth its impact would have on
teens, the community, other library
systems, and even on our own staff.
Today, enrollment is up to 218, and a

Start raising

awareness in

civic freedom and
discourse—and
realize that your
MLS matters a lot.

core group visits as often as five times a
week. We drew upon Chicago’s model,
but adjusted our outreach and
programming to attract urban teens,
many of whom are latchkey kids,
keeping in mind that
20% of these teens
have limited or no
access to the internet
or exposure to
technology.

One of the most
successful parts of the
curriculum is the
‘outside workshops’
at which entertain-
ment and multimedia
industry professionals
come to speak
directly to teens—a unique opportunity
to network with experts and learn
firsthand about internships and job
possibilities. At in-house workshops,
teens can dig deeper into a particular
subject area with YOUmedia'’s technol-
ogy. Teens have also started clubs on
fashion, the recording industry, books
and poetry, and movies.

We invite you to come down and
visit YOUmedia Miami!

Victoria Galan
public affairs officer

Miami-Dade (Fla.) Public Library System

Back of the Burner?

I'm a concerned parent left without
educational resources for my children
because Chicago Public Library’s Back
of the Yards branch has been closed
since August 2011. I'm sure the costs
saved have made some officials happy
(“Rocking the Joint,” AL, Sept./Oct.,
p. 26-27).

The majority of the residents in our
community are of low income. We lack
many public services, and to close a
public library to save money until the
high school is built is a shame.

Josefina Marquez-Rosas

Chicago

SEE MORE COMMENTS at americanlibrariesmagazine.org
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UPDATE | ALA

ALA, Publishers Talk Ebooks

few days before her
September 27 meeting
with the Association
of American Publish-
ers (AAP) in New York City, ALA
President Maureen Sullivan
released an open letter to the
industry regarding the refusal
of Simon & Schuster, Macmil -
lan, and Penguin to sell their
imprints’ ebooks to libraries.
“Publishers, libraries, and other
entitites have worked together
for centuries,” she wrote. “Given
the obvious value of libraries to
publishers, it simply does not
add up that any publisher would
continue to lock out libraries.”
Sullivan noted that 76% of public
libraries now offer ebooks—double
the number of five years ago—and that

39% of libraries circulate e-readers.
She reinforced her call to find
common ground during a presenta-
tion to members of AAP, emphasiz-
ing the need for publishers to work

with librarians to make ebooks
available to libraries at reasonable
prices and terms. Sullivan stressed
that librarians want publishers to
remain in business and want to
continue being their customers. She
went on to state that ALA doesn’t
accept the proposition that an ebook
price that is a multiple of the print
price is justifiable or fair.

In a subsequent report posted to
American Libraries” E-Content blog,
Sullivan said she and an ALA dele-
gation came away from that meeting
and several visits with individual
publishing houses with “a hopeful

Immroth, Young Seek

2014-2015 ALA Presidency

arbara Froling Immroth, professor
Bat the University of Texas at Austin
School of Information, and Courtney
Louise Young, head librarian at Penn
State's Greater Allegheny campus, are
seeking the 2014-2015 presidency of
the American Library Association.

Immroth has been an ALA member
since 1971. She was president (1989-
1990) of the Association for Library
Service to Children and was on its
board of directors from 1982 to 1990.
Immroth was also 1997-1998 president
of the Texas Library Association.

She holds a BA in Spanish from
Brown University (1964); an MAin librari-
anship from the University of Denver
(1965); a school library certification from
Dugquesne University (1975); and a PhD
in Library and Information Science from

the University of Pittsburgh (1980).

Young has been an ALA member
since 2002. She was a member of
the Michigan Library Association’s
Electronic Publishing Committee from
1999 to 2002 and was 2001-2002 chair
of that committee. Her activities have
includedserving on the ALA Executive
Board (2009-2012) and has been a
councilor-at-large since 2008.

She received a BA in English from
the College of Wooster (1996) and an
MLS from Simmons College (1997).

Immroth and Young will engage in a
candidates’ forum on January 26 during
the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle.
Each will have an opportunity to make
a statement and answer questions from
the audience. Ballot mailing for the 2013
election begins March 19.

feeling” after having “experienced a
series of frank, thought-provoking,
cordial, and productive discussions.”

Both sides agreed they should fo-
cus on finding effective ways to re-
solve the pricing and licensing
issues surrounding library lending
of ebooks rather than dwelling on
past policies and practices.

In meeting with executives at
Penguin, Rosen, Scholastic, Harper-
Collins, Random House, and Ha-
chette, Sullivan said she and an ALA
delegation had good discussions on
possible ways to make progress.

“Of course, this alone will not fill
our libraries’ virtual shelves with
ebooks,” she wrote October 2. “We
will continue to pursue our strategy
of heightened advocacy and pub-
lisher engagement.”

Bohrer, Gonzalez Run
for ALA Treasurer

Clara Nalli Bohrer, director of the
West Bloomfield Township (Mich.)
Public Library, and Mario M.
Gonzalez, executive director of the
Passaic (N.].) Public Library, are the
candidates for treasurer of ALA for
the three-year term of 2013-2016.

A member of ALA since 1978,
Bohrer has served as a member as
well as chair of the ALA Budget and
Analysis Review Committee and a
member of ALA’s Finance and Audit
Committee. Bohrer was PLA presi-
dent and holds a BA and MA from
the University of Michigan and an
MLS from Wayne State University.

An ALA member since 1985, Gon-
zalez has served on the Executive
Board and was a member and chair of
the Budget Analysis and Review

Continued on p. 12



versity and 1995-1996 ALA president, was elected by the ALA Coun-

cil to Honorary Membership at the 2012 Midwinter Meeting in
Dallas. ALA’s highest honor, Honorary Membership recognizes outstanding
contributions of lasting importance to libraries and librarianship.

B etty J. Turock (right), professor and dean emeritus at Rutgers Uni-

Turock was recognized for her outstanding commitment and achieve-
ment in the field of library and information science as a practitioner,
educator, advocate, and philanthropist. Her efforts have increased the
emphasis of ALA and the field on diversity, innovation, leadership, and
access for all.

During her term as president, Turock focused attention on the digital
divide and libraries’ role in closing it. She developed the Spectrum
Scholarship Program in partnership with then-ALA Executive Director
Elizabeth Martinez. The initiative recruits members of underrepre-
sented ethnic populations to programs of library and information sci-
ence and helps fund their graduate education. As of fall 2012, the
Spectrum Scholarship Program has educated more than 800 students.

Turock is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2011, she
received the Distinguished Alumni Award from Rutgers University’s
Graduate School. In 2006, she received the Lippincott Award, the highest
honor bestowed by ALA for distinguished service to the profession, and in
2000 was named by ALA’s Association for Library Trustees and Advocates
(now United for Libraries) as one of the Extraordinary Library Advocates
of the 20th Century. Other awards she has received include the ALA Equal-
ity Award (1998), Rutgers Presidential Award for Distinguished Public
Service (1997), New Jersey Library Leadership Award (1995), Distin-
guished Alumna Award from Rutgers University (19949, and the ALA Jesse
Shera Award for Outstanding Research (1989).

Turock is the author of more than 90 publications and reports and
was the founding editor of Bottom Line: A Financial Magazine for Librar-
ies. She is a member of the board of advisors and the dean’s council at
Johns Hopkins Medical School and Johns Hopkins Hospital; the Na-
tional Library Gouncil; Johns Hopkins Undergraduate University; and
the boards of the American Library in Paris; Keystone College in
LaPlume, Pennsylvania; and the Trejo Foster Foundation in Tucson.

CALENDAR

ALA EVENTS

Nov.: Picture Book Month,
picturebookmonth.com.

Nov. 2-4: YALSA 2012
Young Adult Literature
Symposium, St. Louis,
yalitsymposium12.ning
.com.

Nov. 3: International Games
Day @ your library, ngd
.ala.org.

2013
Jan. 25-29: ALA Midwinter
Meeting, alamidwinter.org.

Feb. 6: Digital Learning Day,
digitallearningday.org.

Mar. 4-10: Teen Tech Week,
teentechweek.ning.com.

Mar. 16: Freedom of Informa-
tion Day.

Apr.: School Library Month,
ala.org/aasl/sIm.

Apr. 14-20: National Library
Week, ala.org/nlw.

Apr. 16: National Library Work-
ers Day, ala-apa.org/nlwd.

Apr. 17: National Bookmobile
Day, ala.org/bookmobiles.

Apr. 18: Celebrate Teen Lit-
erature Day, ala.org/yalsa.

Apr. 20-27: Money Smart
Week, moneysmartweek
.org.

november/december 2012
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Continued from p. 10

Committee, a member of the Fi-
nance and Audit Committee, and
has been a councilor-at-large since
1996. Gonzalez has been on PLA’s
Board of Directors. He received a BA
in Spanish and psychology from the
City College of New York and holds
an MLIS from the Graduate School
of Library and Information Science
at Pratt Institute.

Bohrer and Gonzalez will engage
in a candidates’ forum on January 26
during the ALA Midwinter Meeting
in Seattle.

Steven Johnson Joins
Midwinter Lineup

Steven Johnson, an author acclaimed
for multidisciplinary storytelling

and big ideas, will be one of several
Auditorium Speakers at the 2013 ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. John-
son’s most recent book, Future Peifect:
The Case for Progress in a Networked
Age (Riverhead Books, 2012), makes
the case that a new model of political
change is on the rise, transforming
everything from local governments
to classrooms, from protest move-
ments to health care. Johnson paints
a compelling portrait of this new
political worldview that breaks with
the conventional categories of liberal
and conservative thinking.

Scholarships Available
for Future Librarians
ALA has more than $300,000 available
for students interested in children’s
librarianship, youth librarianship,
federal librarianship, new media, and
library automation. Scholarships are
also available for minorities, persons
with disabilities, and for people who
are already employed in libraries but
do not have an MLS. Scholarships
typically range from $1,500 to $7,000
per student per year.

See ala.org/educationcareers/
scholarships for an application and
instructions; apply by March 1, 2013.

IMLS Grant Advances
Transforming Project

More than 350 librarians will ben-
efit from professional development
activities funded by a $250,837
grant ALA announced October 9.
The 2012 Laura Bush 21st Century
Librarian Program Grant from the
Institute of Museum and Library
Services (IMLS) will enable ALA to
partner with the Harwood Institute
for Public Innovation on the first
phase of a multiphase initiative,
“The Promise of Libraries Trans-
forming Communities,” to develop
a sustainable national plan to trans-
form the role of libraries in their
communities by advancing commu-
nity engagement and innovation.

ALA’s Public Programs Otfice will
manage the project, whose initial
goal is to create core communica-
tion materials for the library com-
munity and collaboratively create
innovative community-engagement
strategies.

For more information, visit
theharwoodinstitute.org.

ALA Seeks Endowment
Trustee Candidates

Nominations are now being ac-
cepted for the position of ALA En-
dowment Trustees. The candidate
will be elected by the ALA Execu-
tive Board at its 2013 ALA Spring
Meeting, to be held April 19—21 in
Chicago.

This is a position with a three-
year term that will officially begin at
the conclusion of the 2013 ALA An-
nual Conference in Chicago and ex-
pire at the conclusion of the 2016
ALA Annual Conference in Orlando,
Florida.

The deadline for receiving appli-
cations is December 15. For addi-
tional information regarding the
qualifications and responsibilities
of the ALA Endowment Trustees,
call Keith Brown, ALA Senior Fi-
nancial Analyst, at 800-545-24:33
ext. 4255, or email kbrown@ala.org.

FREE WEBINARS

Learn about makerspaces—

the new “create, invent, and
collaborate” movement that
libraries are fostering—in the free
webinar “Makerspaces: A New
Wave of Library Service.” The
60-minute webinar will be offered
three times and is cosponsored by
ALA TechSource and Library Boing
Boing. It will feature a panel of
staff, administrators, and patrons
from three different libraries that

have implemented a makerspace.

WEBINAR SCHEDULE:
November 19, 2 p.m. Eastern
(Cleveland Public Library)
December 3, 2 p.m. Eastern
(Detroit Public Library)
January 7, 2013, 2 p.m. Eastern
(Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh)

If you are thinking about creating a
makerspace in your library, attend
this webinar for tips on how to get
started. Sign up at goo.gl/oZYUR.

New Data Updates
“Diversity Counts”

ALA has released new data to update
“Diversity Counts,” a comprehensive
study of gender, race, age, and dis-
ability in the library profession.

The 2009—2010 American Com-
munity Survey analyses reveals a
small gain, from 11% in 2000 to 12%
in 2009-2010, in the percentage of
racial and ethnic minorities work-
ing as credentialed librarians in the
nation’s public, academic, and
school libraries. While credentialed
librarians remain predominantly
female and white, this new data pro-
vides a fuller picture of diversity
within the profession today.



International Games
Day in Its Fifth Year

On November 3, ALA’s “Interna-
tional Games Day @ your library”

is using the educational, recre-
ational, and social value of all types
of games—including board and role
playing games—to help communities
reconnect through their librar-

ies. Nearly 2,000 libraries around
the world will showcase gaming
programs and services, marking the
annual initiative’s fifth year. In 2011,
more than 27,700 people played
games at more than 1,400 libraries
around the world.

20 Friends Groups to
Split $75,000 Grant
United for Libraries has received
$75,000 from the Neal-Schuman
Foundation to support library
advocacy at the local level for librar-
ies with troubled budgets. The
Citizens-Save-Libraries grants will
send expert advocates to 20 loca-
tions over the course of two years to
help Friends of the Library groups,
library directors, and trustees
develop individualized blueprints
for advocacy campaigns to restore,
increase, or save threatened library
budgets. The opportunity to apply
for expert consultation will begin in
January 2013, and the first 10 librar-
ies will be selected in April.

For application details, visit ala
.org/united in early 2013.

AASL Lowers Dues for

Nonsalaried Members
The American Association of School

Librarians’ (AASL) board of direc-
tors has approved the addition of
anonsalaried/unemployed dues
category to its membership rates.
The new category, which includes
librarians earning less than $25,000
per year or not currently employed,
allows those eligible to pay a dis-
counted rate of $25 for division
membership. Visit ala.org/aasl/
joinnow for details.

Filtering Still an Issue,
Says AASL Survey

According to results of a survey
conducted by AASL, the filtering of
legitimate, educational websites and
academically useful social network-
ing tools continues to be an issue in
most schools across the country. An
overwhelming majority, 98%, of the
4,299 survey respondents reported
that school or district filters are in
place in their school. Data collected
in the supplemental questions also
suggests that many schools are going
beyond the requirements set forth
by the Children’s Internet Protec-
tion Act.

For more information, visit ala.
org/aasl/filtering-schools.

YALSA Appoints New
Editor of YALS

Linda W. Braun has been named the
member editor of Young Adult
Library Services (YALS), YALSA’s
quarterly journal. Braun is a library
consultant and occasional American
Libraries columnist. Author of Being
a Teen Library Services Advocate
(Neal-Schuman, 2012), Braun was
2009-2010 YALSA president.

Visit yalsa.ala.org/yals.

Divergent Leads List
of Teens’ Top Ten

Teen readers across the country
chose Diyergent by Veronica Roth
(HarperCollins) as their favorite
book in the annual Teens’ Top Ten
vote, sponsored by YALSA. Voting
for the booklist, created entirely by
and for teens, took place online be-
tween August 15 and September 15.

Completing the top 10 list were:
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
(Penguin); Legend by Marie Lu (Pen-
guin); Miss Peregrine’s Home for Pecu.-
liar Children by Ransom Riggs
(Quirk Books); What Happened to
Goodbye by Sarah Dessen (Peng‘uin);
Across the Universe by Beth Revis
(Penguin); Cinder by Marissa Meyer

(Macmillan); The Scorpio Races by
Maggie Stiefvater (Scholastic);
Where She Went by Gayle Forman
(Penguin); and Abandon by Meg
Cabot (Scholastic).

Visit ala.org/teenstopten for
more information.

Nominations Open for
Presidential Citations
Nominations are being sought for
the ALA Presidential Citation for
Innovative International Library
Projects, sponsored by ALA’s Inter-
national Relations Round Table and
awarded each year at the ALA Annual
Conference’s International Librar-
ians Reception. Citations recognize
innovative contributions to interna-
tional librarianship. Projects must
be nominated by December 1 by an
ALA member or someone with an

IFLA affiliation.

For more information and to sub-
mit a nomination, visit ala.org/irrt/
alapresintlibraryaward. |

Patron Scanners.
Perfect Prices.

CROWLEY

The conversation starts here...

gl e
(AXLYA) AND EXHIBITS

240.215.0224
www.thecrowleycompany.com
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Visit the original Starbucks
store, opened in 1976 at
1912 Pike Place Market. (The
store was first at 2000 West-
ern, launching in 1971, but
moved here five years later.)
It retains the original look,
but the coffee is what you'd
find at any of their nearly
20,000 locations worldwide.
Another Starbucks you
might want to try: 1500 E.
Olive Way, which serves wine

and beer after 2 p.m.

ALA | Midwinter Must-Dos

The Conversation
Starts Here . ..

Want to engage with colleagues dur-
ing Midwinter? Consider these op-
tions:

Hear and share how libraries
are building community and under-
going transformation for the future
at in-depth, facilitated afternoon
conversations. This series debuted
at Midwinter 2012, during which
David Lankes’s “Empowering Voices,
Transforming Communities”
garnered rave reviews.

ALA Masters Series: Library
specialists describe their latest in-
house innovations in 30-minute
sessions.

Library Unconference (Janu-
ary 25) folds unstructured conver-
sations into opportunities to learn
and network.

Library Camp (January 28)
gets attendees together to talk
about anything library or Midwin-
ter related.

Networking Uncommons is a
Wi-Fi-enabled gathering place for
impromptu sessions and follow-up
conversations.

Awards and Honors

Each year dozens of committee
members spend months poring
over innumerable titles to bring you
the internationally recognized
Youth Media Awards, which honor
books, videos, and other outstand-
ing materials for children and

The conversation starts

teens. The prestigious Caldecott,
Coretta Scott King, Newbery, and
Printz are among the awards and
medals that will be announced
January 28.

For those looking for the best in
adult literature, you may want to
check out RUSA’s popular Midwin-
ter Book and Media Awards re-
ception (January 27) in honor of
the release of the 2013 Notable
Books list.

Register Now

Jet-lagged and eating too much con-
ference food? Get a dose of wellness
at Think Fit Yoga (January 27), a
60-minute session led by certified
yoga instructors. If tea and finger
sandwiches are more your pace, you
may prefer the annual Gala Author

Fan of the national parks?
Consider a side trip to the
library at 319 Second Ave.
South, which provides sup-
port for California, Nevada,
Oregon, and Washington
national parks. It's located in
the 1889 Cadillac Hotel. The
library of the Klondike Gold
Rush is here too.

Seattle Space Needle photo: cdrin/Shutterstock.com



Chevalier and Armistead Maupin.
THE EXHIBIT HALL Can’t make it to this event? Here are
others that feature recognized
authors: Book Buzz Theater, Spot-
light on Adult Literature, and Gala
Author Tea.

Stay Connected
Informed

B Visit alamidwinter.org

B Track #alamwl3 on Twitter

B Join the Facebook community:
on.fb.me/SRs5Cw

B Check out the ALA Midwinter
Scheduler after November 7—and
the mobile app in December—which
allows you to receive updates, plan

and organize your Midwinter time,
Thousands of people weave through vendor get tailored recommendations, cre
booths for the latest information
about new technology,
products, and books,
finding some lively
events to join along
the way.

ate a sharable calendar,
and more! U

Tea event
(January 28),
which features
bestselling au-
thors and book sign-
ings (hosted by United
for Libraries).

Professional Development
For information about the various
Institutes being offered for
professional development, visit Squeeze in a self-guided
alamidwinter.org/ticketed-events. cellphone tour of the glass-
covered Seattle Central Library
at 1000 Fourth Ave. The

Book Signings
building, opened in 2004, fea-

and Readings

One of the highlights at Midwinter
is getting to hear and see favorite
authors up close—and the ERT/
Booklist Author Forum (January

november/december 2012

tures 400 public computers,
a chartreuse elevator, book

stacks that spiral up four
floors, and a 12,000-square-
foot reading room with a view
of Elliott Bay. Check out the
Tech Logic book-handling sys-

25) offers attendees a chance to do

just that. Join Brad Hooper, adult

books editor at Booklist, as he again

moderates this popular Friday after- tem, which processes more

noon event. In the past, the forum than 1,400 items per hour.

has showcased such authors as Tracy

americanlibrariesmagazine.org
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TRENDS | Perspectives

How
2012 Election

s icons of civic engagement in America,

libraries are perfectly positioned to host

voter registration drives and, as local stat-

utes permit, be venues for early voting
and Election Day polls. In this particularly spirited
election year, libraries may be playing their larg-
est role yet in such efforts. Consequently, they have
also been drawn into the national debate over how
best to protect voter rights and election integrity.

The stage was set this past summer
at the ALA Annual Conference, when
the Association’s governing Council
passed a resolution that “opposes
voter ID laws, restrictions on voter
registration, cuts to early voting, and
any other laws resulting in the re-
striction of lawful access to voting.”
Libraries stepped into the breach

in states where voter 1D laws were
recently enacted to clarify the new
requirements. A voter clinic at the
Northern Tier Regional Library in
Gibsonia, Pennsylvania, took place
October 2, the day before a state
court halted enforcement of the new
law for the
2012 elec-

But Mem-
phis (Tenn.)
Public Library and Information
Center continues to find itself
embroiled in the implementation
of Tennessee’s year-old voter ID
law. Memphis Mayor
A. C. Wharton Jr. declared in ear-
ly July that Shelby County resi-

Can this photo library
card double as voter ID?

dents who had opted to obtain a
photo ID library card could use it
as valid voter ID in the county’s August 2 primary. Al-
though US District Judge Aleta Trauger ruled July 31
against Wharton’s interpretation, the city of Memphis
continued pursuing the matter at the state level and, the
Memphis Commercial Appeal reported October 12, will ar-

Loudoun County
(Va.) Public Library
was so inundated
with requests for
voter registration
events that it
briefly stopped
providing space
for third-party get-
tion. out-the-vote drives.

ibraries Count in the

gue the validity of photo library cards as voter ID to the
Tennessee Court of Appeals on October 14—a few days
before early voting was scheduled to begin in that state.

For most libraries, voter education efforts were com-
prised of offering topical reading materials and linking to
such nonpartisan websites as the League of Women Vot-
ers’ Vote4ll.org resource for voter-education materials.
“In many cases, libraries have also graciously provided
space for League issue forums and candidate debates,”
Jeanette Senecal, senior director of
elections for the League, told Ameri-
can Libraries. She added that hun-
dreds of libraries also made space
available for voter registration
drives, particularly on the first-ever
National Voter Registration Day, held
September 25.

“If you think about it, this makes
sense,” San Antonio Public Library
board chair Jean Brady wrote in a
guest editorial in the September 23
San Antonio Express-News. “We are
dedicated to freedom of informa-
tion, certainly important for an edu-
cated electorate.”

Loudoun County (Va.) Public
Library was so inundated with re-
quests to accommodate voter regis-
tration events that Director Chang
Liu and Loudoun County Adminis-
trator Tim Hemstreat decided the library should stop
providing space for third-party get-out-the-vote drives
in mid-September. Several days later, the library board
reversed course. “It wasn’t any deliberate attempt to say
we're not going to allow voter registration,” board chair
Nancy Nuell said in the September 24: Leesburg Today of
the board’s September 19 vote to rescind the ban.

At least one library profited monetarily from election
fever. Charlotte (N.C.) Mecklenburg Library leased the
570-seat children’s theater in its Imaginon Library to
CGomedy Central’s Daily Show, which used the space to
broadcast the week of the Democratic National Conven-
tion. CML and its private partner, the Children’s Theatre of
Charlotte, split $94,488 in rent. —Beverly Goldberg



y 2015, people of color will
3 comprise a majority of the

US population. And to adapt
to these changing demographics,
the goal of librarians will be two-
fold: Address the needs of these
diverse communities and have the
profession better reflect them.

That was the message at the sec-
ond national Joint Conference of
Librarians of Color (JCLC), where
more than 800 librarians and exhib-
itors gathered September 19-23 in
Kansas City, Missouri.

The conference—last held in Dal-
las, in 2006—centered on the theme
“Gathering at the Waters: Celebrating
Stories, Embracing Communities.”
Sonia Manzano, best known for play-
ing Maria on Sesame Street, was the
keynote speaker at the opening gen-
eral session, where she told of grow-
ing up in the South Bronx and
conveyed the importance of libraries
in the lives of children. Author and
activist Jamal Joseph spoke at the
closing session and discussed his
stint as a Black Panther in his youth.

Engagement
At the plenary session, leaders of
the five ethnic caucus associations—
representing African Americans,
American Indians, Asian/Pacific
Americans, Chinese Americans, and
Latinos—discussed diversity, com-
munity engagement, and leadership
with ALA President Maureen Sulli-
van, who moderated the event.

During the conversation, Jerome
Offord Jr. of the Black Caucus of the
American Library Association said
librarians of color need to engage
with students at a younger age to re-
cruit them into the profession.

This idea of providing support for
the next generation of librarians was
a common one throughout the con-

Perspectives | TRENDS

Librarians of Color Meet in Kansas City

A handful of banned texts on display at the “50 for Freedom of Speech” gathering.

ference. Also prevalent was the mes-
sage of embracing diverse patrons.
At a program called “Welcome,
Newcomers! Using Demographic
Data to Better Serve Your Immigrant
Communities,” Fred Gitner and Wai
Sze Chan, librarians at the New
Americans Program at Queens (N.Y.)
Library, focused on ways to identify
local demographic shifts, build col-
lections, develop programming for
multilingual patrons, and promote
services. “We must show that the
library is open to all,” Gitner said.

Book trafficking

To celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month, September 15-October 15,
and to protest against Tucson (Ariz.)
Unified School District’s ban on
Mexican-American studies (4L,
Mar./Apr., p. 13), more than 100
people gathered for the “50 for Free-
dom of Speech” read-out, sponsored
by Reforma and ALA’s Freedom to
Read Foundation. Local educators,
artists, students, and residents read
excerpts from banned texts, includ-
ing works by authors Sandra Cisneros
and Junot Diaz.

Digital divide
At the all-conference program “All
Things Digital,” sponsored by the In-

stitute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices (IMLS), conference-goers were
reminded that despite rapid techno-
logical advances, one-third of Amer-
icans still have no broadband access.

Panelist Jon Gant, a research asso-
ciate professor at the iSchool of