
1 



2 



3 

•

•

•

•

•



4 

•

•

•

•

•

•



5 

•

•

•

•
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7 A1. How do you define “digital humanities”? (n=409) 
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A2: Where do you feel a digital humanities center belongs at your institution? (n=409) 

Library digital collections 
center, 60% 

Academic or instructional 
technology unit, 19% 

An academic department, 10% 

Central IT unit, 3% 

A senior administrator's office, 
1% 

Other, 7% 

•

•
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A11. What do you feel is the library’s role in supporting digital humanities research at your institution? 

(Multiple response, n=409) 

6% 

26% 

35% 

40% 

47% 

48% 

53% 

53% 

55% 

62% 

65% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Other (please specify):

Co-write grant applications

Work to spur co-investment in digital humanities across institutions

Consult digital humanities scholars at the beginning of digitization projects

Get involved in digital humanities project planning for sustainability from
the beginning

Help scholars plan for preservation needs

Locate digital humanities center in our library

Create avenues for scholarly use and enhancement of metadata

Package existing services as a ”virtual digital humanities center” 

Advocate coordinated digital support across the institution

Have an institutional repository to accommodate digital humanities digital
objects
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A12. What do you feel is the library’s role in supporting your personal digital humanities work?  

(Multiple response, n=409) 

4% 

26% 

27% 

63% 

65% 

66% 

80% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Other (please specify):

Participating in grant applications

Being a full-fledged project collaborator and participant

Helping find available sources or providing content/data
(locate, assemble, and prepare sources)

Providing training on available tools

Being a liaison to existing library services

Providing general support
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A17: Do you think digital humanities support elevates the importance of academic libraries/gives 

libraries an opportunity to be seen in a new light? (n=409) 

Yes, 91% 

No, 9% 

A18. What are some of the reasons why you feel that way? (Open-ended question) 

“Librarians have better and broader training in this regard than 

most faculty, and know how to address creation, curation, and 

student learning goals and outcomes for information fluency.” 

“Digital humanities support can help faculty see libraries as not 

just repositories of information but also as partners in academic 

pursuits.” 

“Shows that the library is not just an institutional repository but a 

site of active research and a hub for connecting people with 

research.” 

“Digital is the new form of research, replacing microfilm and 

paper--or complementing it, at least.” 
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S1: Do you use digital humanities tools or techniques in your research or teaching? (n=409) 

A10. What tools are required to accomplish your research? (Open-ended response, n=409) 

Yes, 88% 

No, 12% 



14 A13. How do you acquire funding for your digital humanities research? (Multiple Response, n=409) 

12% 

5% 

8% 

8% 

8% 

15% 

22% 

30% 

40% 

41% 

54% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Other (please specify):

Donations or individual philanthropy

Earned income (e.g., via sponsorship, advertising, subscriptions)

Central IT budget

Central operating budget

Library IT budget

Library operating budget

External grants

Internal grants

Academic departments

Personal funds

•

•
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A3. Remembering a recent piece of work you did, what kinds of sources did you use?  

(Multiple response, n=409) 

10% 

16% 

25% 

31% 

36% 

78% 

79% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Other (please describe)

Data produced using computational methods (e.g., topic modeling,
text mining)

A digital tool or software (e.g., GIS)

A digital platform (e.g., a wiki)

Informal scholarly communications (e.g., a blog, a tweet)

A collection of primary source digital content (e.g., an archive of
digitized items)

A collection of secondary source digital content (e.g., an online
journal)



16 A5. How do you typically publish or share the outcomes of your research? (Multiple response, n=409)  

8% 

9% 

10% 

12% 

27% 

33% 

40% 

57% 

74% 

77% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Other (please describe):

Archive with library

Institutional digital repository

Online digital repository (digital commons)

Engage in discussion via social media

Write an article or post a blog

Publish in a book

Publish in academic journal

Present at conferences

Teach in the classroom

•

•
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S2: Do you require students to use digital humanities resources in completing assignments? (n=361) 

A20: Do you feel your library is equipped to assist you in your digital humanities work? (n=409) 

A16: Have you thought about working with the library on a digital humanities project? (n=319) 

A14: Have you worked with your library on a digital humanities project? (n=409) 

•

•

79% 

57% 

44% 

22% 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Require students to use
digital humanties

resources

Feel library is equipped to
assist you in your digital

humanities work?

Thought about working in
the library on a digital
humanities project.

Worked with their library
on a digital humanities

project.
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A8. How do you work with content providers/vendors to accomplish your research?  

(Open-ended response, n=409) 

Yes, do work 
with them, 45% 

No, do not 
work with 

them, 55% 

•

•

“Don't usually do this, and I'm 

not sure what occasion would 

prompt me to work with a 

content provider to accomplish 

the research.” 

“I tend to work with 

others I already know 

who are doing related 

research or are 

skilled in areas I 

need.” 

Looking what titles they offer and 

the quality of that information 

“I am in constant 

communication with 

them.” 

I work with those identified by 

our library or with in-house 

experts. 
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A19. What are some of the most interesting research conclusions you’ve seen drawn from digital 

humanities research? (Open-ended response, n=409) 

“1)  The ways in which feminist scholarship, while well-

suited to the digital humanities, is still struggling to find 

acceptance.  

2)  Work on how movements such as Occupy Wall Street 

use social media to promote their ideas. 

3)  How members of the graphic novel/comics community 

post electronic works; how that community uses social 

media not only to discuss ideas but also to maintain the 

status quo.” “This is a tough one. I have not been blown away by 

any of it. Like finding out that the Beatles weren't as 

revolutionary as people think, in terms of musical 

variety. That's not exactly world-changing. I suppose 

the discovery of the signs of emergent dementia in 

Agatha Christie's novels is a memorable one.” 

“Perhaps the most interesting is the gender and 

racial bias that has been uncovered in seemingly 

objective platforms, datasets, etc. - this is where I 

see the most productive intersection between the 

study of humanities and the digital.” 
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A7. What skills do you wish you had on your research team or that you had personally?  

(Multiple Response, n=409) 

10% 

26% 

41% 

43% 

46% 

46% 

48% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Other (please specify):

Project management

Basic technical upkeep

Content creation

Digital resource planning

Programming skills

Software or tool creation
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A21. What digital humanities services would your library need to provide in order to assist your work? 

(Multiple Response, n=409) 

18% 

32% 

46% 

54% 

56% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Other service (please describe):

Outreach and marketing

Grant writing to support digital humanities research

Initial project development consultations

Digital project management

•
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A22. What digital humanities resources would your library need to provide in order to assist your work? 

(Multiple response, n=409) 

7% 

27% 

31% 

35% 

49% 

67% 

79% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Other (please describe):

Informal scholarly communications (e.g., a blog, a tweet)

A digital platform (e.g., a wiki)

Data produced using computational methods (e.g., topic modeling, text
mining)

A digital tool or software (e.g., GIS, infrastructure, storage space, high-
powered computing)

A collection of secondary source digital content (e.g., an online
journal)

A collection of primary source digital content (e.g., an archive of
digitized items)
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C2: Please describe your institution. (n=409) 

Community 
college/2-
year junior 

college, 26% 

College/unive
rsity main 

campus, 66% 

College/unive
rsity satellite 
campus, 6% 

Other (please 
specify):, 2% 

Public 
(government-
funded), 68% 

Private, 32% 

C3: Is your institution public or private? (n=409) 
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First-year community 
college students, 

19% 

Second-year 
community college 

students, 5% 

Both first and 
second-year 

community college 
students, 76% 

C5: Not asked of community colleges: Which of the following best describes the level of 

instruction you are responsible for this year? (n=303) 

Undergraduate 
classes, 66% 

Graduate-level 
classes, 2% 

Both undergraduate 
and graduate-level 

classes, 31% 

C6: Asked of community colleges only: Which of the following best describes the level of 

instruction you are responsible for this year? (n=104) 
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