trained literacy volunteers and certified reading assis-
tance dogs in a curriculum that develops literacy and

social-emotional skills. Use the Annual Conference Scheduler (alaannual.org/
scheduler) and mobile app to browse sessions, add and
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as five-minute Ignite Sessions, 45-minute Conversation
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implement at home. This year’s topics include digital ference Scheduler at alaannual.org/scheduler.
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

RESHMA SAUJANI, founder and
CEO of Girls Who Code, will kick
off the conference as the Open-
ing General Session speaker on
Friday, June 23, 4-5:15 p.m. Girls
Who Code is a nonprofit that aims
to help close the gender gap in
technology. Saujani’s forthcoming
book, Girls Who Code: Learn to Code
and Change the World, shows girls
how coding skills are relevant to
their lives.

ALA President Julie B. Todaro
welcomes actor, producer, designer,
library supporter, and avid reader
SARAH JESSICA PARKER as her
ALA President’s Program speaker
Saturday, June 24, 3:30-4:30
p-m. Parker will serve as honorary
chair of ALA’s Book Club Central, an
online platform of reading resources
created in partnership with Booklist
and United for Libraries. The
President’s Program will serve as
Book Club Central’s official launch,
and Parker will unveil her first book
selection for the program. (Read
our interview with Parker on p. 68.)

Bestselling author and 2015
National Humanities Medal recip-
ient RON CHERNOW will speak
at the ALA Awards and Keynote
Address on Sunday, June 25,
3-4:30 p.m. Chernow’s book, Alex-
ander Hamilton, was described by
The New York Times as “by far the
best biography ever written about
the man.” His newest biography,
Grant, will be published in the fall.

The Association for Library
Service to Children’s (ALSC)
Newbery-Caldecott-Wilder

Awards Banquet—a celebration to
honor the authors and illustrators
of the Newbery, Caldecott, and
Wilder medal-winning and honor
books—takes place Sunday, June
25, 6-11 p.m. Preregistration is
required and tickets are $94.

The 48th Annual Coretta Scott
King Book Awards Breakfast,
presented by the Ethnic and Mul-
ticultural Information Exchange
Round Table, will be held Sunday,
June 25, 7-9:30 a.m. The break-
fast honors the winners and honor
recipients of the 2017 Coretta Scott
King Book Awards, which recognize
the best African-American authors
and illustrators of books for chil-
dren and youth. Tickets are $65 in
advance, $75 onsite.

Environmentalist, activist, and
author BILL MCKIBBEN will
speak at “Imagining a World That
Works—In Time to Prevent a World
That Doesn’t” on Saturday, June
24,1-2:30 p.m., a special session
cosponsored by the Social Respon-
sibilities and Sustainability round
tables, the Asian/Pacific American
Librarians Association, and the
American Indian Library Association.

The Closing General Session on
Tuesday, June 27, 10-11:30 a.m.,
brings a highly anticipated speaker
to Annual, to be announced. The
Inaugural Celebration immedi-
ately follows the Closing General
Session at 11:45 a.m.-2 p.m. after
Todaro passes the gavel to 2017-
2018 ALA President Jim Neal and
includes food and entertainment.
Tickets are $50.
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FEATURED SPEAKERS

The Auditorium Speaker Series, sponsored by publish-
ers, brings accomplished authors, compelling celebri-
ties, and exciting experts to the conference. This year’s
lineup includes:

Saturday, June 24

8:30-9:30 a.m.

Teacher, cartoonist, author,
National Ambassador for Young
People’s Literature, 2016
National Library Week Hon-
orary Chair, and MacArthur
Fellow GENE LUEN YANG

is the creator of many graphic
novels and short stories that
explore present-day and histor-
ical events through a contemporary Chinese-American
lens. His “Reading Without Walls” program encourages
kids and teens to read books about characters who don’t
look or live like them or topics they don’t know much
about, or in a format they don’t usually choose.

b

Gene Luen Yang

Saturday, June 24

10:30-11:30 a.m.

In her memoir How Dare the Sun
Rise: Memoirs of a War Child,
SANDRA UWIRINGIYIMANA
tells the story of how she
survived the Gatumba refugee
camp massacre in Burundi when
she was 10 years old. Since
resettling to the US through

a United Nations program,
Uwiringiyimana has worked to raise awareness and call
for justice for the massacre and other human rights abuses
in the region. Her presentation will share the story of her
survival and how she found her place in a new country.

Sunday, June 25

8:30-9:30 a.m.

BRENE BROWN has spent

15 years studying courage, vul-
nerability, shame, and empathy.
As founder of COURAGEworKks,
an online learning platform
offering classes on braver

living and loving, and Brave
Leaders Inc., an organization
that provides courage-building
programs for leaders, Brown will deliver a presentation to
inspire and provide actionable change strategies.

Brené Brown
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Monday, June 26

8:30-10 a.m.

Presented jointly as the United
for Libraries president’s pro-
gram, Susan Schmidt welcomes
ANDY WEIR, “lifelong space
nerd” and author of the bestsell-
ing debut novel The Martian, for

a talk and signing.
Andy Weir

Bill Nye Gregory Mone

Monday, June 26, 2-3 p.m.

Science educator and mechanical engineer BILL NYE has
championed scientific literacy, challenged opponents of
evidence-based education and policy, and served as CEO
of The Planetary Society, which advocates for our future
in space. Nye will be joined by GREGORY MONE, his co-
author of the middle-grade series Jack and the Geniuses.

DIVISION PRESIDENTS’ PROGRAMS

ALA’s division presidents host inspiring thought leaders
in their presidents’ programs at every Annual Conference.
This year’s slate includes:

Saturday, June 24, 9 a.m.-noon

SCOTT BECK, head principal at Norman (OKkla.)

High School, will speak about how 21st-century school
librarians contribute to student outcomes at American
Association of School Librarians (AASL) President Audrey
Church’s program. Beck’s talk will immediately follow the
AASL Awards Ceremony, which highlights best practices
in school librarianship through collaboration, leadership,
innovative programming, national involvement, and
upholding the principles of the profession.

Saturday, June 24, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL)
President Irene Herold and Public Library Associa-
tion (PLA) President Felton Thomas Jr. will welcome
BERNARD BANKS, associate dean for leadership
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EXRIDILA AT THE CONFERENCE

ith more than 900 exhibiting organizations,

multiple pavilions and stages, and popular

authors, the exhibit floor is integral to your
learning, professional development, and networking at
Annual Conference.

The official opening ceremony and
ribbon cutting immediately follow the
Opening General Session on Friday,

June 23, at 5:30 p.m., and feature a brief

EXHIBIT HOURS
Friday, June 23,

@ ALA Demonstration Stage, and the new Chapter One
Stage. Check alaannual.org/general-exhibits-info for a list
of stage schedules.

New this year: The Playground @ ALA features hands-
on learning with future-focused technologies such as
virtual and augmented reality, coding, drone
piloting, 3D printing, and robotics. At The
Park @ ALA, attendees can sit under tran-
quility domes, borrow a bike from a tricycle

welcome by ALA leadership and Chicago 5:30-7 p.m. bookmobile, build a Little Free Library, or
f}llgnltarles. The Qpenmg Recep.tlon Saturday, June 24, donate t-o the blo.o_d drlvg. o
includes food, drink, and entertainment. T e Specialty Pavilions will again include

Individual publishers will host author
and illustrator events throughout the con-
ference, including programs at the Book
Buzz Theater, Graphic Novel/Gaming
Stage, PopTop Stage, What’s Cooking

Sunday, June 25,
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Monday, June 26,
9a.m.-2 p.m.

showcase areas for DVD and video, gaming
and graphic novels, government information,
library school and instruction, mobile apps,
small presses and products, university press-
es, zines, and more. ©

development and clinical professor of management at
Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Manage-
ment, as presenter of a joint program offering leadership
development guidance for all levels of academic, research,
and public librarians. Banks will discuss how organiza-
tional challenges can be understood through a variety of
frames, giving attendees a thorough approach to develop-
ing effective solutions.

Saturday, June 24, 1-2:30 p.m.

LYDIA COLLINS, consumer health coordinator, and
CHRISTIAN MINTER, outreach and education coordina-
tor at the National Network of Libraries of Medicine, will
present “Healthy Aging @ Your Library: Connecting Older
Adults to Health Information,” the program of Associ-
ation of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies

Photo: Cognotes

(ASCLA) President Michael Golrick. Discover techniques
for teaching older adults to use computers and find health
information online, ideas for planning library programs
on senior health topics, sources of health materials for
distribution to older adults, and techniques for making a
website senior-friendly.

Saturday, June 24, 4:30-5:30 p.m.

R. DAVID LANKES, author and director of the University
of South Carolina’s School of Library and Information Sci-
ence, will keynote Reference and User Services Association
(RUSA) President Alesia M. McManus’s program, “Forget
the Future: Our Time Is Now.” Lankes will explore how
reference and user services can not only remain relevant
but also mobilize to address community challenges like
nationalism, xenophobia, racism, and extreme politics.
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On never leaving the house
without a book, and other
tips from a fashionable
and fervent reader

s Sex and the City’s style
queen Carrie Bradshaw,
Sarah Jessica Parker inspired
a million fashionistas. Now, as
the founder of the SJP for Hogarth book
imprint—and the honorary chair of
ALA’s Book Club Central, a new online
platform of resources for book clubs—
the busy actor hopes to inspire others
to share her love of reading as well.
Parker will recommend various
titles for Book Club Central over the
coming months; she plans to reveal
the first during the June 24 Presi-
dent’s Program at the ALA Annual
Conference and Exhibition in
Chicago. She recently spoke with
American Libraries about being a
lifelong bookworm.

P
712 vy

Where does your love of reading come
from? My mother is a devoted reader.
She drove carpools for many years, and
she always had an open book in her lap,
so at traffic lights she could read. And
there was a rule in our house that you
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