“Quality services should be available at just, reasonable, and affordable rates.”
Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
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A BROAD LOOK AT BROADBAND

$65 hillion

Amount allocated for expanding
broadband access and subsi-
dizing monthly internet fees for
low-income households within

the $1.2 trillion Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
signed into law by President Biden
on November 15. The funding is
estimated to expand access to
50%-75% of the 19 million Americans
who lack high-speed internet.

$2.75 hillion

Funding for the Digital Equity

Act —a provision within lIJA—which
includes $1.25 billion for the Digital
Equity Competitive Grant Program.
Through this program, eligible enti-
ties, such as libraries, will receive
funds to promote digital inclusion
and spur greater adoption of broad-
band among qualifying individuals.
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Year the FCC defined
broadband as a
minimum download
speed of 25 megabits per

second (Mbps) and a

minimum upload speed

of 3 Mbps. There’sanew [ |~
push to redefine it as

100 Mbps both into and

out of the home.

204 From 2019 to 2021, the percentage
of Black and Hispanic adults who are

offline has fallen significantly, from
10% 15% to 9% among those who are

Black, and from
5%

Percentage of adults with no broadband at home'

Older adults have lower
rates of adoption of
Ages 18-64

high-speed internet

and are taking less

advantage of the 36%
benefits of discounts. Over age 65

7 million

Number of households whose annual incomes are $50,000 or less that
have signed up for free or discounted high-speed service plan offers
since the pandemic began through programs like the $3.2 billion fed-
eral Emergency Broadband Benefit program. Households with K-12
kids and very low-income households (annual income below $15,000)
are more likely to have signed up for these offers.?

Those whose income
makes them eligible
for these programs,
but who say the
programs are not easy
to use, pay an average
monthly bill of $62.

Those who take
advantage of free or
discounted offers pay
$27 per month,
on average,

for high-speed
internet.

Sources: 1. Pew; 2. EveryoneOn’s Affordability and the Digital Divide December 2021 report
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